Country & Western Styles Chart

/// Start Key People Contributing Key Concepts
_Vo4A | Dae | instruments Technology
Am,,ﬁf.,f:ﬁ,m,c History Fiddle. bani The Carter Famil Carry-over from 19th century folk music. Centered in Appalachian
cnan = , 1aale, banjo, X ; Yy, Phonograph mountains. Acoustic instruments provided portability for traveling
I'Il“l]l“v pre-1920’s gtllzl)ltall‘(, ¢ Jimmie Rodgers, Radio > flnusicians(.iAug. 1d92z - both Carter Family and Jimmie Rodgers
Utbucke i .G i i
g Roy Acuff (3 0’s-70’s Cl;::&;/ere rand Ole Opry in Nashville gave broad exposure to
. Guitar, fiddle, “Gen?, Al}tr}’a Early Cowboy singers made their appearances in western movies.
c owh 0“ Mid . Tex” Ritter, . From the silver screen, they gained popularity. Lyrics of the songs
1930’s string bass, Rov Rogers Movies were based on clean-cut all-American life: a girl back home, a
banjo y g horse, and the lonesome prairie. Vocals less nasal than early
Patsy Montana country singers.
Electric & steel : :
. . C !
Western | ruc | siosdums | Bob Wil | e e sttt
swing 1930’s trumpets, clarinets, / Asleep at the Radio borrowed from the swing bands of the era. Piano, drums, clarinet
s saxophones s or trumpet join the guitar, fiddle, steel guitar, and stand-up bass
(return: 80 p 2 Wheel (80 . , : p
: s) accordion eel (80’s) for this musical hybrid.
. . . : The logical illbi i i
Bluegrass Mid Guitar, banjo, Bill Monroe, Cotntry Singers. Emphasis placed on virtiaso (st and accuraje)
> mandolin. fiddle instrumentalists. Often considered some of the fastest (primaril
S 3 att cruggs . e p y
instrumental) music in America.
. . Honky tonks were the blue collar bars of the ‘40s. The music fit the
Late ll)lano, f(i}ddle LE?fty ]il’}zi)et}l’ lifestyle of tt"heh crowd: éoFd,lraucous, wg{h an emphasis on drinking,
Electric Guitar. rnest Tu carousing, fighting, and feeling miserable over unrequited love.
“onkv Tonk 1940’s Steel guitar ’ Hank Willi ’ Juke Box When live performers weren’t available, jukeboxes gave the
g K Williams, working man the luxury of choice. “Slowed down” western swing;
Kltty Wells emp}?ams on steel guitar, piano & fiddle; nasal vocals, sliding into
pitches.
- . . Advanced Developed as attempt to “crossover” to ki
. . pop market to make
“ﬂSh““le Mid Strlngs, Gmtar, Chet Atkll’lS, ecordin country more commercially successful. Included use of strings
“ » > Brass, Winds Patsv Clin Techni & soft guitar, mellow “pad” a}é harmony backup. Singers were =
Pon 1950’s Piano y © cchniques countrified ballad singers. Helped develop sophisticated recording
(eg reverberation techniques such as reverberation and overdubs.
_ Electric Guitar Electrified Centered in Bakersfield, CA. Provided more power with use of
Bakerstleld Eaﬂ},’ Bass Guitar > Buck Owens, Instruments solid body electric guitar & heavier drum beat to the honky-tonk
1960°s > Merle Hag gard . sound, therefore, more “drive” to the music. Shows influence of
Drums (Amphﬁers) early rock ‘n’ roll and rockabilly on country & western music.
= : : ; Emphasis on “bad boy”, “renegade”, and “outlaw” image. Singers
AIISlIII Late Eg CtI‘l%}G_llltaI', Way.lﬁ Il Jen{nngs, emphasized rough look and “trouble with the law” lyriégs. Hon%y-
un tlaw” 1960’s ass QGuuitar, Wl 1€ Nelson tonk or “Bakersfield” with an edge: music much more gritty lyrics
uuaw Drums Kris KI‘IStOphCI‘SOI’l reﬂlfctegi bitéer&less and unfairness of life. Heavy influence of “70s
rock guitar & drums.
. . Buddy Holly, cea ’ Hybrid combinati
) ybrid combination of country (honky-tonk), rhythm & blues and
- Early Eg CtI‘l%}G_llltaI', Carl Perkins, Slngle a little gospel. Most early rockabilly artists came from the country
nockah“lv 1950°s ass Guutar, Jerrv Lee Lewis 45 rpm side of the tracks, but were greatly influenced by music of
Drums ITy . > records African-Americans. Rockabilly was some of first music designed
Elvis Presley specifically for the new demographic group called “the teenager”.
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