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Chapter 1: What Is Jazz?  
Important Terms & Names 
 
 
 
 
 
1) How is jazz built on a balance between composed and improvised music? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2) What type of freedom does a jazz soloist enjoy? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3) What type of limitations does a jazz soloist have? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4) What is a rhythmic "groove"? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5) What is "syncopation"? 
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6) What is the difference between straight eighths and swing eighths? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7) Are swing eighths an exact 2:1 ratio? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8) What two parts form the rhythmic foundation of jazz? 
 
 
 
 
9) What instruments make up the rhythm section of a jazz combo? 
 
 
 
 
10) What are bent notes? In what pre-jazz musical styles were they used? 
 
 
 
 
11) What types of harmonic, rhythmic and melodic instruments are historically linked with jazz? 
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